ADDRESS TO TRANSVAAL COAL OWNERS ASSOCIATION

COMBATTING OF AIR POLLUTTON IN SOWETO

by

B MOSS MR, G,
CHAIRMAN: NON-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE CITY OF JOHANNESBURG

Some months ago there was a reference in a report in 'The Star' to
"Soweto's perpetually murky skies'". Anybody who has been in or near
Soweto in the morning or evening on any day of the year, but particularly
during the winter months, will appreciate the seriousness of the smog

and air pollution problem in the area. No wonder therefore, that
“Soweto is said to be not only the worst smog area in Johannesburg,

but according to a recent report in the local Press, among the worst

in the world.

T need hardly mention that heavy smog and polluted air constitute a
serious health hazard, not only to the residents of Soweto itself

but in fact to the surrounding areas. The City itself where the
residents of Soweto work, is similarly wvulnerable to the affects of
the pollution problem of Soweto. Urgent and drastic action is there-—

fore called for to reduce and eventually solve this problem.

My Council has been very comscious of this problem for many years,
particularly as the majority of houses in Soweto do not have electricity
at this stage and are obliged to use conventional coal stoves, which
account for the heavy air pollution. As far back as the 1950%, my
Council approved a "Ten-Year Plan" to electrify Soweto, but financial
stringency over the years has severely restricted progress in this

regard.
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